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Pursuant to Proviso 1.47:
Of the funds appropriated, $300,000 shall be allocated to the Education Oversight 
Committee to conduct an annual evaluation of the South Carolina Child 
Development Education Pilot Program and to issue findings in a report to the 
General Assembly by March first of each year. To aid in this evaluation, the 
Education Oversight Committee shall determine the data necessary and both public 
and private providers are required to submit the necessary data as a condition of 
continued participation in and funding of the program. This data shall include 
developmentally appropriate measures of student progress....The Education 
Oversight Committee shall use this data and all other collected and maintained 
data necessary to conduct a research based review of the programs 
implementation and assessment of student success in the early elementary grades 
along with information, recommendations, and a timeline for how the state can 
increase the number of students served in high-quality programs. 



What Are We Talking About? 



Changes 
to CERDEP



This Report Seeks to Answer
Access:
1. How many CERDEP programs are in South Carolina? 
2. How many four-year-old children in South Carolina are in poverty and eligible 

for CERDEP programming? 
3. How many children are served by CERDEP in South Carolina? 

  • How many eligible children are not served by CERDEP? 

  • How many children are on a waitlist to access a 4K opportunity?

4. What is the financial investment in 4K? 
  • Are financial reimbursements a contributing factor to lack of access to 4K? 
  • How does SC compare to other states in early childhood investment?



This Report Seeks to Answer
Quality:

1. On national benchmarks of quality, how does South Carolina fare when 
considering quality preschool programming? 

2. How does South Carolina measure quality? 
3. What is the quality of CERDEP programming? 

Impact:
1. Are students who participate in CERDEP programming ready for 

Kindergarten? 







Access to CERDEP: Pupils in Poverty



First Steps 4K Classrooms:





Access to CERDEP: Students on Waitlist

• 711 students on the 4K waitlist at a CERDEP school district
• 1,739 open seats in First Steps 4K
• In 2024-25 approximately 8,855 pupils in poverty unknown 

4K experience



Access to CERDEP: Absence

First Steps 4K KRA Results by Absence

CERDEP 4K KRA Results by Absence



Access: Financial Investment Over Time



Access: Financial Investment
• In the 2024-25 school year, $73,629,158 state expenditures 

were spent to serve 14,143 CERDEP 4K students who 
enrolled in kindergarten in SC public schools in the 2025-26 
school year. 

• There were $40,617,912 actual state expenditures used to 
fund 3,767 First Steps 4K students later enrolled in public 
school kindergarten in SC public schools in 2025-26. 

• National Rankings for South Carolina: 
• 15th in Access for 4-year-olds
• 38th in state financial investment to early childhood.

• 42nd when other funds are considered



Quality:



Quality: First Steps 4K QRIS Over Time



Quality: Teacher Qualifications 2025-26



Impact on Kindergarten Readiness:



Impact on Kindergarten Readiness by 4K Experience



Recommendations
• Pilot efforts and innovations to ensure CERDEP eligible 

children are not waiting for 4K
• Waitlist Pilot Efforts Year 2 and future expansion and automation

• Increase CERDEP infrastructure using data to prioritize 
recruitment efforts for families and/or providers

• Consistency in students kept on a waitlist and open seats reported 
in each CERDEP sector

• Continue to increase quality by meeting NIEER Benchmarks 
related to screening and teacher/assistant teacher 
qualifications



Recommendations:
• Recruit families for available seats using additional marketing 

strategies
• Focus on access, quality and support for teachers and 

administrators in CERDEP classes



Next Steps:
• 4K Data Dashboard at www.dashboardsc.gov/prek 
• CERDEP Collaborative Convening 
• 4K Waitlists Pilot Year 2
• Include CERDEP assessment data in assessment audit
• Academic outcomes correlated with participation in CERDEP 

including: graduation rate and third grade reading performance
• Teacher preparation and retention in 4K for both CERDEP 4K and 

First Steps 4K 
• Screening efforts in 4K and recommendations to implement 

universal hearing, vision, and developmental screening and 
referral in CERDEP funded classrooms. 

http://www.dashboardsc.gov/prek
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Information Item: 

Dr. Patty Tate, ASA Chair

Academic Standards & 
Assessments Subcommittee



Action Item:

Educational Credit 
for Exceptional 
Needs Children 
(ECENC) Report

Dr. Jenny May, EOC Qualitative Research & Stakeholder 
Engagement Director



Pursuant to Act 247
Issue a report to the General Assembly documenting the impact of the 
Educational Credit for Exceptional Needs Children Program on student 
achievement. In addition, the report must include information on 
individual schools if at least a 51% of the total enrolled students in the 
private school participated in the Educational Credit for Exceptional Needs 
Children Program in the prior school year. The report must be according to 
each participating private school and for participating students, in which 
there are at least 30 participating students who have scores for tests 
administered. If the Education Oversight Committee determines that the 
30 participating student cell size may be reduced without disclosing 
personally identifiable information of a participating student, the 
Education Oversight Committee may reduce the participating student cell 
size, but the cell size may not be reduced to less than 10 participating 
students. (Section 12-6-3790 E) (6) of the SC Code of Laws). 



Educational Credit for Exceptional Needs Children (ECENC) 
Program Report:
• This report seeks to provide:

1. Information on the approval process, participation, and 
compliance for ECENC schools; 

2. Information about the process for collecting assessment results 
used to document the impact of the ECENC program on student 
success; and,

3. Updates to previous recommendations from the EOC report. 



Terms:



Eligible Schools and Timeline
• Meet criteria listed in Act 247
• Timeline for approval:

• January 2, 2025 Manual and application to participate 
available and schools in good standing notified via email; 
applications published on EOC website for 2019-20

• February 28, 2025 Application and Statement of services 
received by 2/28/25 to be approved for SY 2024-25

• June 30, 2025 Grants Received are completed, signed 
and returned to EOC with enrollment information but no 
personally identifiable info. 



Timeline Continued:
• September 1, 2025 School Level Assessment Results, and 

name of assessment administered provided to EOC but 
no personally identifiable info; Staff responsible for 
submission of school-level assessment results must sign 
and complete submission

• November 15, 2025 Compliance audit of school’s 
financial statement relating to grants submitted by CPA 
firm.



Participating Schools 2024-25



Accrediting Association by CERRA Region



Approved Schools and Grants Over Time



Student Participation by Grade Level 



Schools with 
Majority of 
Enrolled 
Students 
Accessing 

ECENC Funds



Recommendations:
1. Convene the Advisory Committee of the ECENC
2. Offer Summative State Assessments to ECENC Students in 

Public Schools
3. Consider Communication Around the ECENC Program and 

Other Scholarships



Convene the Advisory Committee of the ECENC:
• Act 247 requires that the EOC establishes an advisory 

committee and states that the advisory committee shall:
1. Consult with the EOC concerning requests for exemptions from 

the curriculum requirements
2. Provide recommendations on matters requested by the EOC



Offer Summative State Assessments to ECENC 
Students in Public Schools
• Offering these examinations to students participating in the 

ECENC program would offer an assessment opportunity to 
determine ECENC program impact. 



Consider Coordination at the State Level 
between ESTF and ECENC
• Implement safeguards at the state level to ensure parents 

cannot be granted both funds OR
• Allow funding from these two programs to be braided.
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Dr. Patty, EOC ASA Chair

Report of the Academic Standards and 
Assessments (ASA) Subcommittee



Action Item: 

April Allen, EOC Chair

Nomination to Public Charter School 
District Board of Trustees



Executive Director Update

Dana Yow, EOC Executive Director 
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Monday, May 18
1-3 PM
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August 9-10, 2026



Adjournment 
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