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Great Foundation - Great Future 
 
July 30, 2018, 
 
Dear Committee Members, 
  
The Montessori School of Florence is a multicultural, non-discriminatory day school serving 
students from 2K thru 6th grade. In the Montessori tradition, the school fosters development of 
every student's intellect and character through strong, hands-on academics, in a child-centered, 
nurturing setting. Individual lesson plans are created to ensure mastery and to foster 
responsibility and independence. 
 
The Montessori School of Florence uses Montessori methods and philosophy to educate 
children from 24 months (2K) to 12 years old (6th grade). Inherent to the Montessori curriculum 
is a “follow the child” model in which each child is met where he or she is academically and is 
then guided through individual growth. Lessons are given when a child shows readiness for the 
new lesson by mastering the precursory information and demonstrating the diligence and 
ability to work on a more complex concept.  
 
Lessons are given 1:1 or 1:2-3 (if a small group of similarly ready students is available). The child 
then practices the lesson first with materials and then abstractly until he or she demonstrates 
understanding.  Formal testing is not part of the curriculum (other than standardized testing). 
Understanding is demonstrated through successful practice and verbal responses with teacher.  
 
The individualized curriculum and student-driven pace is ideal for children at all levels of 
academic ability. The very nature of a Montessori classroom is conducive to the success of 
many children with learning differences. Often when we receive a psych-ed evaluation from a 
psychologist, the recommendations are already part of our daily practice. Because of the child-
centric, individualized nature of the Montessori curriculum, we are able to serve the unique 
educational needs of children with learning differences, including mild expressions of the 
autism spectrum disorders, ADHD, sensory integration issues and the like. 
 
Additionally, we work closely with Therapeutic Designs and Services and Irene Ingram, OT, who 
specialize in Sensory Integrative Dysfunction. The Montessori School of Florence utilizes the 
services of an occupational therapist who comes to the school biweekly to provide OT and 
other therapies for a number of our students. Our music teacher is also a certified in Music 
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Therapy and provides one-on-one academic support to students as needed. The Montessori 
School of Florence Curriculum Coordinator and lead teacher for 4th- 6th grade, Mrs. Teena Kyer, 
holds a Masters of Education in Learning Disabilities. 
 
We have been and continue to be successful in bringing many children with learning differences 
to their fullest potential through our individualized, student-centered, Montessori curriculum. 
 
Thank you for your time and support. Please contact me should further information be 
necessary to continue to offer the ECENC benefit to our families with special needs children. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
Kathleen Smith 
Assistant Director 
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INDEPENDENT ACCOUNTANTS’ REPORT ON APPLYING 
AGREED-UPON PROCEDURES 

 
To the Board of Directors 
Montessori School of Florence 
Florence, South Carolina  

 
We have performed the procedures described below, which were agreed to by the management of Montessori 
School of Florence ("School'), solely to assist you in evaluating the performance of the School's 
compliance with certain requirements of the South Carolina Educational Credit for Exceptional Needs Children 
Program, as recommended by the South Carolina Education Oversight Committee, for the program year ended 
June 30, 2018, in the areas addressed. The School's management is responsible for its financial records, 
internal controls and compliance with State laws and regulations. This agreed-upon procedures engagement 
was conducted in accordance with attestation standards established by the American Institute of Certified 
Public Accountants. The sufficiency of these procedures is solely the responsibility of the specified parties in 
this report. Consequently, we make no representation regarding the sufficiency of the procedures described 
below either for the purpose for which this report has been requested or for any other purpose. 

 
Specifically, for purposes of this report, we have performed the following procedures and noted the indicated 
findings: 

 
 We obtained documentation to verify that grants received under the Educational Credit for Exceptional 

Needs Children Program were for eligible children enrolled to attend the School.  
 
 We noted no exceptions as a result of our procedures. 
 
 We compared the total of grants received for each child to the amount(s) disbursed from every 

scholarship funding organization (the "SFO"). 
 
 We noted no exceptions as a result of our procedures. 
 
 We obtained documentation to verify that no student's grant exceeded $11,000 for the 2017-18 school 

year. 
 

 We noted no exceptions as a result of our procedures. 
 

 If applicable, we verified that the School returned to the SFO a prorated amount of a student's grant if a 
student withdrew from the School during the school year. 
 
We noted no exceptions as a result of our procedures. 
 

 We obtained documentation that each grant was used for tuition which is defined as "the total amount 
of money charged for the cost of a qualifying student to attend an independent school including, but not 
limited to, fees for attending the school and school-related transportation." 
 
We noted no exceptions as a result of our procedures. 
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The engagement to apply the Agreed-Upon Procedures was performed in accordance with the standards 
established by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants. The sufficiency of the procedures is 
solely the responsibility of Montessori School of Florence. Consequently, we make no representations regarding 
the sufficiency of the procedures described either for the purpose for which this report has been requested or for 
any other purpose. 

 
We were not engaged to, and did not, perform an audit, the objective of which would be the expression of an 
opinion on the compliance with certain requirements of the South Carolina Educational Credit for Exceptional 
Needs Children Program, as recommended by the South Carolina Education Oversight Committee. Accordingly, 
we do not express such an opinion. Had we performed additional procedures, other matters might have come to 
our attention that would have been reported to you. 

 
This report is intended solely for the use of Montessori School of Florence’s management and applicable State 
agencies, and should not be used by anyone other than these specified parties. This restriction is not intended to 
limit distribution of this report, which is a matter of public record. 
 

 
Florence, South Carolina 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 25, 2018 




