








Document C 
Student Assessment Data 

 
Application for Continued Participation  

Educational Credit for Exceptional Needs Children (ECENC) Program 
2018-2019  

 
 

Independent School Name: _____________________ 
 

An independent school applying for continued participation in the Educational Credit for 
Exceptional Needs Children Program for Fiscal Year 2018-19 is required to submit the 
following information by December 31, 2018: 
 
Student test scores, by category, on national achievement or state standardized tests, or 
both, for all grades tested and administered by the school receiving or entitled to receive 
scholarship grants pursuant to this section in the previous school year. The school shall 

also provide individual student test scores on national achievement or state standardized 
tests, or both, for any student in grades one through twelve who received a grant from 

the program during the prior school year. The information must be used to provide 
program level reports to determine whether students participating in the program have 
experienced measurable improvement. Students with disabilities for whom standardized 

testing is not appropriate are exempt from this requirement. 
 Section 12-6-3790(E)(1)(b) 

 

The information will be used to issue an annual report. 

Annually, the Education Oversight Committee shall issue a report to the General Assembly 
documenting the impact of the Educational Credit for Exceptional Needs Children Program 

on student achievement. In addition, the report must include information on individual 
schools if at least fifty-one percent of the total enrolled students in the private school 

participated in the Educational Credit for Exceptional Needs Children Program in the prior 
school year. The report must be according to each participating private school, and for 
participating students, in which there are at least thirty participating students who have 
scores for tests administered. If the Education Oversight Committee determines that the 

thirty participating-student cell size may be reduced without disclosing personally 
identifiable information of a participating student, the Education Oversight Committee 

may reduce the participating-student cell size, but the cell size may not be reduced to less 
than ten participating students. 

Section 12-6-3790(E)(6) 
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Schools applying for continued participation in the ECENC Program must provide the 
following: 

1. School-level assessment results for school year 2017-18 on national achievement 
tests for all grades tested in the school and for each grade with at least 10 students 
tested. Information should be provided for English language arts (reading) and 
mathematics achievement of students in the grade. Examples include: TerraNova, 
Stanford 10, Iowa Test of Basic Skills, etc. For grades 9-12, the school may provide 
average PSAT, SAT, ACT, or other scores as appropriate.  
 
For schools that specifically exist to meet the needs of only exceptional needs 
students with documented disabilities, the EOC will work with the schools to provide 
information (including formative assessments, portfolios, etc.) that document the 
students’ academic and social development. 

 
How many students were enrolled in your school in 2017-18?  ___________ 
 
The following is a template that you may use for reporting purposes. For questions, contact 
the EOC office. 
 

2017-18 School Year Results for MAP 
National Percentiles, Mean (Average) Scale Scores, Grade Equivalents, etc. 

Grade English language arts 
(Reading) 

Mathematics 

 
 
2. Individual student test scores on national achievement tests for any child who 

received a grant from the program during the 2017-18 school year. No personally 
identifiable information will be published; instead, the information will be aggregated 
at the school or state level as stipulated in law.  
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Each school will have access to a secure data portal to upload individual student 
assessment results, which will include personally identifiable information. The portal 
will capture, at a minimum, the following information:  

 Name of the student who received a grant from Exceptional SC in the prior 
school year along with data including date of birth, sex, grade level, etc. to 
ensure that the assessment results can be matched to the individual student 
who received a grant;  

 For each student who received a grant, the results of a national assessment or 
assessments in 2017-18 and if possible, in 2016-17 as well to document 
academic growth. The name of the assessment as well as scale scores for 
students or national percentile ranks must be included; and 

 If a student received a grant but due to the student’s exceptional needs was 
not able to be assessed with a national assessment, the school must provide 
an explanation by student of the reason why a national assessment was not 
administered and how the school is measuring academic and personal growth 
for each student not assessed. 

Please identify one staff person from your school who will provide the individual student 
test scores from this school: 

Name:   _________________ 

Title:    _________________ 

Telephone Number: _________________ 

Email Address:  _________________ 
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American Institute of Certified Public Accountants

S.C. Association of Certified Public Accountants

    777 Lowndes Hill Road, Building 3  Suite 225  Greenville, South Carolina 29607-2191 
(864) 233-1800    Fax (864) 232-6971    www.mckinleycooper.comRAmerica Counts on CPAs

 Independent Accountants’ Report on 

     Applying Agreed‐Upon Procedures 

Project HOPE Foundation 

2131 Woodruff Road, Suite 2100 

Greenville, South Carolina 29607 

We have performed  the procedures  as outlined  in  the  letter  to Project HOPE Foundation,  from  the  S.C. 

Education Oversight Committee relating to 109.10 of the 2017‐2018 General Application Bill (H.5001). These 

procedures were agreed  to by  the management of Project HOPE Foundation. This  engagement  to apply 

agreed  upon  procedures  was  conducted  in  accordance  with  attestation  standards  established  by  the 

American  Institute  of  Certified  Public  Accountants.  The  sufficiency  of  these  procedures  is  solely  the 

responsibility of the management of Project HOPE Foundation. Consequently, we make no representation 

regarding the sufficiency of the procedures described below either for the purpose for which this report has 

been requested or for any other purpose. 

The requirements, procedures, and associated findings are as follows: 

Requirement: The  independent school can document and verify  that all grants  received under  the 

Educational Credit  for Exceptional Needs Children Program  in 2017‐2018 were  for eligible children 

enrolled in the school. 

Management Representation: Management has  indicated  that  the eligibility determination  is made 

by  Exceptional  SC  –  South  Carolina  Educational  Credit  for  Exceptional  Needs  Children  Fund 

(hereinafter referred to as the scholarship funding organization or SFO). According to management, 

Hope  Academy  obtains  disability  documentation  for  each  student  from  the  student’s  parent  or 

guardian. The documentation is submitted to the SFO for review and determination of eligibility. 

Procedure:  To  verify  that  grants  received  under  the  Educational  Credit  for  Exceptional  Needs 

Children Program as passed through the SFO were for children enrolled in the School, the accountant 

agreed  scholarship  by  student  name  as  received  in  check payments  from  the  SFO  to  the  school’s 

records of attendance.   
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Results: School attendance records were examined noting all students  that received scholarships  from 

the SFO attended  the school  for each of  the four quarters during  the 2017‐2018 school year, except  for 

one student withdrawing. 

Requirements: The  independent  school  can document  the  total amount of  each grant per  child  from 

every scholarship funding organization. The independent school can document that no grant exceeded 

$10,000 during school year 2017‐2018. 

Procedure: To verify  the  total amount of each grant per child  from  the SFO,  the accountant examined 

copies of scholarship payment checks received from the SFO. Accountant agreed the scholarship amount 

received to the school’s tuition records. 

Results:  Accountant verified that each grant was recorded to the individual student tuition account in 

the  school  accounting  records,  noting  that  all  grants  received  were  from  the  scholarship  funding 

organization. No grant received from the SFO exceeded $10,000 per student. 

Requirement:  The  independent  school  returned  a  prorated  amount  of  the  grant  to  the  SFO  if  any 

student withdrew during the school year. 

Management Representation: Management has indicated that one scholarship recipient withdrew from 

Hope Academy during the 2017‐2018 school year.  The student withdrew after the first semester, thus no 

scholarship was received for the student for the second semester.  

Procedure: Accountant examined attendance records, noting that the student attended for the semester 

in which the scholarship applied. 

Results:  No exceptions. 

Requirement: The total amount of each grant was used for tuition which is defined as “the total amount 

of money charged for the cost of a qualifying student to attend an independent school including, but not 

limited to, fees for attending the school and school‐related transportation.” 

Procedure: Accountant agreed grant amount received from the SFO to the school tuition billing records 

to determine that all scholarship amounts received were applied to the student’s tuition billing record.  

Results: No exceptions. 

We have performed the procedures, where applicable, as indicated in the letter from the S.C. Education 

Oversight Committee, as described  in  the  first paragraph of  this report. We were not engaged  to, and 

did not perform  an  audit of  the Foundation’s  financial  statements,  internal  controls, or  accounts,  the 

objective  of  which  would be  an  expression  of  an opinion  on  specified  elements,  accounts, or items.  
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Accordingly, we  do  not  express  such  an  opinion. Had we  performed  additional  procedures,  other 

matters might have come to our attention that would have been reported to you. 

This report is intended solely for the use of the management of Project HOPE Foundation and specified 

users as approved by  the Foundation’s management and  should not be used by  those who have not 

agreed  to  the  procedures  and  taken  responsibility  for  the  sufficiency  of  the  procedures  for  their 

purposes. 

Greenville, South Carolina 

December 20, 2018 




