South Carolina
Education Oversight
Committee

Gene Wilhoit, Executive Director
Center for Innovation in Education

Universit



Task: One Year to Shape the Future

The Education Oversight Committee must
develop and recommend a single accountability
system that meets federal and state

accountability requirements by the Fall of 2016.
(Act 200 of 2014)
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National Context

Where Have National Reforms Led Us?

** Improving America’s Schools Act
e Standards for learning
e Periodic state assessments

+** No Child Left Behind
 Higher, more equitable outcomes for all
e Test-based accountability and consequences
 More highly-qualified teachers

%* Post NCLB???
 New accountability systems = new possibilities
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The New Reality

T The loss of a quarter of students before graduation is no
longer acceptable. We must graduate virtually all

T AND, the outcomes of our inherited system are no longer
sufficient for success. All graduates must be prepared for
success in a career, further education and life in the
interconnected world.
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South Carolina Context

Challenge Opportunity

* Trying to overcome a * Broad-based support
legacy of under- for change that will
education prepare all children for

college, work and life,

* Earnings gap is rising but the current

steadily accountability system is
e Chronic gaps in access, out of synch with those

achievement and goals

opportunity e State is positioning

itself to transform
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EOC Recommendations

A. South Carolina should define what a strong
academic foundation means of students and the
goal of the State accountability system.

B. South Caro
Improve co

C. South Caro

ina must set goals to measure and
lege, career, and citizenship readiness.

ina should move from an assessment

system to a balanced system of multiple
measures that give comprehensive, valid and vital
data to ensure that every student is prepared for
the 21st century.



EOC Recommendations

D.

In addition to public reporting, accountability
requires that standards for the core content areas
and assessments be aligned to the mission and
goals.

To accelerate improvement, professional
educators must be empowered to deliver new
forms of radically, personalized, technology-
embedded, education. The accountability system
must be flexible enough to allow and even support
schools and districts to be incubators of change.

South Carolina must evaluate and amend existing
policies to remove barriers to transformation.



Define the Goal:
Profile of the South Carolina Graduate

World Class Knowledge

» Rigorous standards in language arts and math for career and college
readiness

* Multiple languages, science, technology, engineering, mathematics
(STEM), arts and social sciences

World Class Skills Life and Career Characteristics
e Creativity and innovation * Integrity
e  Critical thinking and problem solving * Self-direction
e Collaboration and teamwork * Global perspective
e Communication, information, media and * Perseverance
technology «  Work ethic
e Knowing how to learn * Interpersonal skills

Approved by SCASA Superintendent’s Roundtable and SC Chamber of Commerce



Measure: From an Assessment System to a System
of Assessments Aligned with a New Vision for

Learning

e Anchored in Readiness
— Absolute measures (related to scores), AND
— Relative measures (related to individual student goals)

— Individual’s growth in relation to goals is as important as status in
relation to other students

— Development of skills and characteristics is as or more important than
acquiring content knowledge for long-term success

e Uses Multiple Measures

— Evidence from a range of sources over time

— Focus on demonstrated learning and likelihood of success at next
levels of learning

— Requires much more sophisticated collection and analysis of
information on which to base important decisions
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System of Assessments: A Possible

Continuum

— Student-Designed
4 CCSS Common C-PAS Projects
o Traditional Assessments Performance College Ready (Envision, NY
S Tests (SBAC & Tasks Assessments FEOTELEE
n PARCC) (Ohio, NH, Standards
- New York) Consortium,
Singapore, IB)
]
Narrow Assessment Assessments of Deeper Learning >
" — Standardized Performance Longer, deeper
= standardized Standardized performance tasks that investigations,(2-3
b= andardized, — tests with m-c & tasks require students ths) &
2 _J multiple-choice % mo_n. .
= : open-ended (1-2 weeks) to formulate exhibitions
S tests of routine items + short that includ q . .
a kills at include and carry out including
] (1-2 day) structured their own graduation
] performance inquiry and inquiries, portfolios,
tasks of some demand more analyze & requiring students
applied skills integrated present to initiate, design,
skills, findings, and conduct, analyze,
including (sometimes) revise, and present

collaboration

revise in
response to
feedback

their work in
multiple
modalities



Meaure: From an Assessment System to a
System of Assessments Aligned with a New
Vision for Learning

 Will Embrace all Dimensions of the SC Graduate Profile
— Requires both state-designed and locally developed assessments
— Need for state validation of and support for local efforts
— More open-ended, authentic tasks focused on problem solving

— Will produce results that can be used not just for admissions or hiring,
but for intelligent placement and postsecondary supports

e Shifts Emphasis of Assessment to Learning

— Requires a much deeper and richer understanding of how one
acquires knowledge and skills over time

— Relative emphasis needs to balance summative and formative
— Abandon statewide summatives as the basis for all decisions
— Interplay between state and local is crucial
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System of Assessments: State and Local

Standardized Tests (with Performance-Based
Performance Components) Assessments / Portfolios

Used to validate local
assessment results

Used to enrich test results
and inform teaching
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System of Assessments: Finding the
Right Balance for South Carolina

Validity

Reliability




Accountability: Supporting Higher and

Deeper Levels of Learning for All Students

Meaningful
Learning

Professional
Capacity

Resource
Accountability
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Accountability: Supporting Higher and
Deeper Levels of Learning for All Students

e Values Student Growth, Educator Effectiveness and
Institutional Improvement Toward Goals
O Raises expectations for all
O Vests responsibility with all actors at all levels of the system
e Students, teachers, schools, districts, state
e Emerging Opportunities in New Models
O Annual determination rather than annual test

0 Combine “sit-down” tests with performance tasks of higher-order
skills

O Use expert practitioners, content and assessment experts in quality
assurance and tools development

O Develop evidence of learning frameworks differentiating purpose and
use
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Accountability: Supporting Higher and
Deeper Levels of Learning for All Students

Essential Components
e Public Trust

O
O
O

0]

Communications plan for educators and for the public
Unwavering focus on equity

Strong plan for corrective action w/ high-quality supports and
interventions

Full and timely reporting - Better data and more transparency

e Support of the Field

O
O

)

Roll-out plan with supports and reasonable timeframes

Plan for increasing professional capacity and accountability that
strengthens the profession

Increased autonomy in exchange for greater accountability

New tools (i.e., Portfolios of evidence & Profiles of accomplishments,
diagnostics, tech-enabled learning)
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A Series of Essential Questions




Gene.Wilhoit@uky.edu
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Supplemental Slides



We Can’t Get There From Here:
Make the Shift from Systems of Schooling
to Systems for Learning

“The goal we have established for all of our children to be ready is the right goal
for them and for our nation. The 'schooling' experience as it now exists is out of
alignment with the lofty goals we have set. We will reach our aspirations only when

we cast aside historic perceptions and practices about how one acquires knowledge

and skills.”
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Do We Believe

T The current system is inhibiting our ability to do

what we know is best for the learners we serve?

Center for Innovation in Education
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Our Goals for Young People: Learning experiences should integrate
thinking, feeling and action to build the full suite of cognitive and non-cognitive
skills, especially the life skills needed for learning and collaborating with others in a
diverse society and rapidly changing world.

: The capacities and strategies that |Behaviors that associate with
Mastery of rigorous content and

T enable students to learn and success in college, career and
application and transfer of what . . - . .
engage in higher order thinking, citizenship, helping students draw
has been learned to complex and : , . .
i . meaningful interactions and on the skills and knowledge they
novel situations .
planning for the future possess

« Common Core State Standards

« Career & Technical Education

« Other Content Areas &
Essential Literacies

« Global Competence

o Critical Thinking

o  Creativity & Innovation
«  Problem Solving

« Collaboration

«  Communications

«  Self-Awareness

. Learning How to Learn
«  Leadership

Self-Efficacy

Social Awareness & Empathy
Initiative

Persistence

Adaptability

Ethical Behavior

& Civic Responsibility
Self-Control

Love of Learning




A System of Personalized
Learning

Clear, High

Expectations

If we have a compelling
vision of the Knowledge,

Competency-based

Learning
Leading to a developmental

Skills and Dispositions that framework of competencies for

a graduate must possess,

we can construct

progressions of learning

from PreK through
postsecondary

success at next levels,
demonstrated learning through
meaningful assessments, and
accountability for each learner

Customized The
Pathways Kentucky
We must understand each Graduate

student as a learner, where
each is on the learning
continuum, continuously
tailor learning and supports,
and provide choices that make
learning purposeful and
relevant

&)

Anytime, Anywhere Learning

Comprehensive Supports
Student Agency



