
Test Developed by South Carolina Department of Education 
 to Assess State Standards in English language arts (ELA) and Mathematics 

 

Assumptions: 

Students would be assessed in ELA, including writing, and mathematics in Grades 3 through 8 and 
once in high school 

Question/Issue Response 
  
1. How many months would it take for SCDE to 
contract for item development and pilot the 
assessment? 

It would take four and one half years to develop 
an assessment system in ELA and mathematics 
in grades 3 – 8 and high school. Steps include: 

• eleven months to award a contract 
through MMO, 

• designing the assessment system, 
• writing assessment items, 
• conducting content and bias review 

meetings, 
• field-testing, evaluating field-test items, 

and  
• developing operational assessments. 

2. What would be the earliest school year that 
full implementation of the assessment would 
take place? 

If a decision to develop an assessment system 
were made in December 2013, assessments 
could be field tested in spring 2017 and 
administered by spring 2018. 

3. Even with the changes to the standards, 
could PASS be amended to measure the 
Common Core State Standards?  

PASS, HSAP, and EOCEP would have to be 
completely rewritten to measure the Common 
Core State Standards. 

4. What is the projected cost for the 
development of the assessment?   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Costs projections would be based on the design 
of an assessment.  
The Department contracted with the 
Assessment Solutions Group (ASG) in 2011 to 
provide costs for development of assessments.   
Estimates from ASG are as follows: 

Smarter-like P/P 6 million dollars 

Smarter-like online 59 million dollars 

PARCC-like P/P 9.2 million dollars 

PARCC-like online 9.7 million dollars 

P/P = paper and pencil administrations 

 

 
 



In projecting costs, would the test be 
administered online or by paper and pencil?  

 
 
------------------------------------------------------ 
Would the assessment contain open-ended 
responses? 

The assessment could be designed to be 
administered with paper and pencil only, online 
only, or to allow schools to choose the 
administration method  (Allowing schools to 
choose is the current EOCEP design). 
--------------------------------------------------- 
Open-ended questions are necessary to fully 
measure the Common Core State Standards. 

5. If the assessment is online, would SCDE 
anticipate any additional costs related to 
computer hardware or broadband with the 
delivery of the assessment? 

Yes, however any costs estimates would be 
based on the assessment design. 

6. If the assessment is online, when would the 
results be made available to schools, teachers, 
parents, etc. 

Online assessments would be designed and 
administered in time to provide results in 
accordance with requirements of state and 
federal statutes for accountability reporting. 

7. If the assessment is paper and pencil, when 
would the results be made available to schools, 
teachers, parents, etc.  

Paper and pencil assessments would be 
designed and administered in time to provide 
results in accordance with requirements of state 
and federal statutes for accountability reporting. 

8. What is the projected cost for the scoring of 
the assessment? 

The design of the assessment would govern the 
costs for scoring. 

9. Is there an opportunity for SC to partner with 
other states on the development of state 
assessments? 

One assessment director in another state has 
casually mentioned interest in partnering with 
other states to develop assessments.  No formal 
discussions have occurred. 

 


