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SOUTH CAROLINA EDUCATION OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE 
Minutes of the Meeting 

February 11, 2013 
 

 
Members Present:  Mr. Robinson;  Mr. Bowers;  Senator Fair;  Senator Hayes; Mrs. Hairfield; 
Dr. Merck; Rep. Neal; Rep. Smith; Mr. Warner; Mr. Whittemore; and Dr. Zais 
 
I. Welcome and Introductions:  Mr. Robinson welcomed members and guests to the 

meeting. 
 

II. Approval of the Minutes of the December 10, 2012 Meeting - The minutes were 
approved as distributed. 
 

III. Subcommittee Reports 

The committee then turned to the Subcommittee reports. 
 
A. Academic Standards and Assessments: 

Dr. Merck updated the committee on the panel that will provide recommendations to 
the EOC on the cyclical review of the accountability system including an overview of 
the panel’s meeting schedule. 
 

B.  EIA and Improvement Mechanisms 
In the absence of Mr. Drew, Mrs. Barton summarized the Governor’s EIA budget 
recommendations for Fiscal Year 2013-14 and the status of the budget in the House 
Ways and Means Committee.  She also notified members that the EOC will present 
its budget and proviso recommendations to the K-12 Subcommittee of Senate 
Finance on March 6. 
 

C.  Public Awareness 
First, Mrs. Hairfield reported on the public release of South Carolina’s progress 
toward the 2020 Vision.  A press conference was held at 11:00 a.m. in the State 
House lobby with Neil Robinson and Herb Johnson, Director of Community Relations 
at Michelin North America, providing comments.  Representatives from Lexington 
One and Lexington Five school districts also participated.  The event was well 
attended by all major media outlets in the midlands and across the state as the event 
was streamed live.  Mrs. Hairfield focused on the four indicators and the state’s 
progress toward meeting the objectives.  Mr. Bowers asked if there were any 
common characteristics of the At-Risk schools.  Sen. Fair responded that extreme 
poverty dominates in many of these schools whereas in other schools of comparable 
poverty strong leadership at the district level has promoted progress. 
 
Then Mrs. Hairfield detailed the 2013 Annual Report which will be provided to the 
members of the General Assembly on March 1.  Sen. Fair moved and Sen. Hayes 
seconded a motion to approve the report with staff given the ability to make cosmetic 
changes as needed. 
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The EOC then watched four videos, winners of the EOC’s video contest among 
middle and high school students on innovation. 
 
Finally Mr. Warner introduced to the committee a platform on Innoventure.com that 
can be used by public schools to present innovative ideas and connect resources 
and individuals to schools and classroom implementing innovative practices. 
Clemson University has a similar platform on the website.  Next High School, which 
is in the process of developing a public school utilizing web-delivered instruction and 
project-based learning, is an example of an innovative school already on the website. 
Rep. Neal asked for clarification about the process an individual would go through to 
be on the website.  The committee discussed working with New Carolina, the 
organization that is taking the lead in the innovation initiative, while offering our 
staff’s expertise on innovative practices.  Sen. Fair moved that the EOC be engaged 
in helping to engage educators in posting information on the website and to oversee 
the content.  Senate Hayes seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 

IV. Discussion of Comprehensive Vision for Systemic Change in Reading 
Mr. Robinson began the discussion noting the stagnant reading scores of our state in 
both PASS and NAEP.  Mr. Warner recommended that the EOC staff contact David 
Bolton, a literacy expert for additional information.  Mrs. Hairfield summarized the 
engagement of the deans of the colleges of higher education on this issue.  She also 
voiced concern that all teachers need the additional training in literacy.  She provided an 
example that when the state went to a certification for middle-school level teachers all 
existing teachers were grandfathered-in, a policy decision that did not improve 
instruction or build capacity.  Mr. Bowers asked about the impact of universal four-old 
kindergarten on readiness assessments.  Mr. Warner and Mr. Neal talked about the 
impact of poverty and family environment on many of our students’ ability to develop 
vocabulary.  Mr. Robinson stated that he would appoint a subcommittee to begin work in 
the next two weeks on proposals to be presented to the General Assembly for 
systemically improving reading in our schools.  Members interested in serving would 
need to tell him or staff. 

 
V. Adjournment 

Having no other business, the EOC adjourned. 


