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SOUTH CAROLINA EDUCATION OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE 
Minutes of the Meeting 

April 8, 2013 
 

 
Members Present:  Mr. Robinson; Mr. Bowers; Mr. Drew; Senator Fair; Senator Hayes; Mrs. 
Hairfield; Sen. Matthews; Dr. Merck; Rep. Neal; Rep. Patrick; Rep. Smith; Mr. Whittemore; and 
Dr. Zais 
 
I. Welcome and Introductions:  Mr. Robinson welcomed members and guests to the 

meeting.  He recognized and welcomed back to the EOC Senator John Matthews, the 
newest member of the EOC and the appointee of the Chairman of Senate Finance, 
Senator Hugh Leatherman. 
 

II. Approval of the Minutes of the February 11, 2013 Meeting - The minutes were approved 
as distributed. 
 

III. Special Guest – Dr. Dave Conley, of the Educational Policy Improvement Center (EPIC) 
at the University of Oregon was recognized.  Earlier in the day Dr. Conley discussed with 
the cyclical accountability review panel whether or not students graduating from public 
schools in the United State are ready for college and careers.  Dr. Conley summarized 
the work that EPIC has done at the state level with Texas in the creation of their college 
and career standards and with other states like Oregon and Maine.  In addition, EPIC 
has worked in South Carolina to bring the faculty of high schools and the faculty of 
colleges together to improve course realignment and to make the transition to post-
secondary education a smoother one.  At the national level, Dr. Conley has worked with 
the College Board on the Advanced Placement course audits. 

 Mr. Robinson asked about his work with state accountability systems.  Dr. Conley 
responded that state accountability systems with a variety of assessments including 
student self-reporting assessments seem to provide the most meaningful impact.  Rep. 
Neal asked about the validation of data.  Dr. Conley referred to his work in Maine 
working on course pathways and his work in Texas on the college and career readiness 
standards.  Sen. Fair asked if a moratorium on assessments during the implementation 
of Common Core State Standards would be prudent and asked about computer adaptive 
testing.  Dr. Conley responded that student learning progression is easier with computer 
adaptive testing.  He also commented that, if, during a testing moratorium schools and 
school districts do not implement professional development or use alternative 
assessments to document student learning, then, a moratorium does not benefit the 
schools or students. 

IV. Subcommittee Reports 

The committee then turned to the Subcommittee reports. 
 
A. Academic Standards and Assessments: 

Dr. Merck updated the committee on the panel that will provide recommendations to 
the EOC on the cyclical review of the accountability system including an overview of 
the panel’s focus group meetings in Charleston, Columbia and Greenville during the 
week of April 8. 
 



2 
 

B.  EIA and Improvement Mechanisms 
Mr. Drew updated the EOC on the EIA budget recommendations for Fiscal Year 
2031-14 as adopted by the House of Representatives.  He noted that the House 
concurred with almost all of the EOC’s budget and proviso recommendations with 
one exception, being instructional materials.  Mrs. Barton noted that the objective of 
the House was to increase the base student cost of the Education Finance Act 
(EFA). 
 
Mr. Drew then presented the evaluation of the Child Development Education Pilot 
Program (CDEPP) that analyzed the PASS results for the first and second cohorts of 
students who participated in CDEPP.  The Committee discussed the results which 
did not produce dramatic improvement in student learning, noting the 14 percent 
retention rate of the first CDEPP Cohort.  When looking at prior evaluations provided 
by the EOC, the lack of instructional support in CDEPP classrooms apparently 
continues to be an issue.  Rep. Smith asked Dr. Zais how he would address 
improving the number of effective teachers in the classrooms of South Carolina.  Dr. 
Zais responded that teachers and principals should be held accountable for their 
results.  Mr. Drew noted that if the General Assembly chooses to expand the CDEPP 
program, there may be an impact on the child care industry, and there may not be 
the educational improvement provided that focusing resources on children from birth 
through age three may have. 
 
Mr. Drew summarized the evaluation of the Teacher Loan Program for 2011-12. He 
noted the decline in the number of applicants and the fact that there are still not 
enough appropriations to cover all eligible applicants.  The Committee voted 
unanimously to adopt the report, which will then be forwarded to the members of the 
General Assembly. 
 

C.  Special Reading Subcommittee 
Mrs. Hairfield reported that Senate Bill 516 was introduced in March.  Sponsored by 
Sen. Peeler and co-sponsored by Senators Courson, Hayes, and Fair, the bill would 
implement a comprehensive and systemic approach to reading.  Mr. Robinson 
publically thanked Senators Hayes and Fair for their support and Senator Peeler for 
his leadership.  Mrs. Hairfield noted that the reading subcommittee reviewed S.516 
at its March 18 meeting and is surveying districts to get their response.  Dr. Zais 
appreciated the focus on literacy and the commitment to reading instruction.  Mrs. 
Hairfield noted that the focus on requiring all teachers to get appropriate training in 
reading is critical to assisting students in learning to read and in reading for 
comprehension in content areas. 
 

V. Adjournment 
Having no other business, the EOC adjourned. 


