
Getting to know your New Statewide Assessments in 
South Carolina: ACT Aspire, The ACT, & WorkKeys
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Your South Carolina ACT Account Manager…

Mike DiNicola
Senior Account Manager

319-321-9741
mike.dinicola@act.org  

mailto:mike.dinicola@act.org
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ACT Elementary — Career Continuum

http://www.keytrain.com
http://www.act.org/products/workforce-act-workkeys/
http://www.act.org/qualitycore/
http://www.act.org/engage/
http://www.act.org/products/k-12-act-test/
http://www.discoveractaspire.org
http://www.act.org/products/higher-education-act-compass/
http://www.act.org/ems/
http://www.act.org/engage/college_features.html
http://www.act.org/caap/
http://www.act.org/learning-at-act/
http://www.act.org/profile/
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• Based on ACT analysis of actual student performance in college
• The minimum ACT test scores required for students to have a high 

probability of success in corresponding first-year, credit-bearing 
college courses

– 50% chance of earning a B or better 
– 75% chance or better of earning a C or better

ACT College Readiness Benchmarks



6

• Direct link between what students 
have learned and what they are 
ready to learn next 

• Help interpret what the scores 
earned on the ACT mean

• Identify the knowledge and skills 
students are likely to demonstrate 
at various score levels on each 
academic test

• Linked to college instruction

ACT College and Career Readiness Standards
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ACT College and Career Readiness Standards
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www.act.org/standard  

http://www.act.org/standard
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• Curriculum-based college entrance exam
• Measures academic achievement

– English
– Math
– Reading
– Science
– Writing (optional)

• Only college entrance exam based on number of correct 
answers
– No penalty for guessing

• High-stakes assessment

The ACT Overview
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High School 
• ACT — 11th–12th grade students
• Multiple test dates

– September, October, December, February, April, June
– State and District Testing

• Counseling 
– Academic and career student advising based on test results

• Links to ACT Educational Opportunity Service (ACT EOS)
– Connects students with relevant college and scholarship information at no cost

Postsecondary
• Admissions, Enrollment Managers, Retention, Academic Advisors
• Data help shape work tailored to students’ needs 

The ACT Overview
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Key Non-Cognitive Components

• High School Course/Grade Information
− Courses completed or intend to take
− Grades received

• ACT Interest Inventory
− Helps students explore personally relevant career options

•  Student Profile Section (SPS)
– Educational and vocational aspirations
– Post-high school plans
– Activities
– Accomplishments
– Needs

The ACT Features
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Receiving Student Score Report
• Multiple-Choice scores available online beginning two weeks after 

test date
• Writing scores can take an additional 3-4 weeks

Sending scores
• 4 free score reports to schools of student’s choice

− If requested at the time of registration

• Additional score reports can be requested at any time for nominal 
fee

The ACT Features



13

Pricing

• 2014–2015
– $38.00 ACT  
– $54.50 ACT Plus Writing 

• Fee waivers available
– 11th and 12th grade students
– US citizens, or testing in the United States, US territories, or Puerto Rico
– Meet the indicators of economic need

− Fee Waiver Eligibility Requirements Flier

 

The ACT Features
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Resources

www.ed.sc.gov/agency/programs-services/215/ 

http://www.ed.sc.gov/agency/programs-services/215/


15

• Preparing for the ACT
• Why Take The ACT?
• Using Your ACT Results
• ACT User Handbook
• Test dates and deadlines
• Sample Score Reports
• ACT sample test booklets/

retired tests
• Forms – fee waiver 

eligibility, paper 
registration, 
accommodated testing

• Order materials

The ACT Counselor/Educator Resources
www.act.org/aap/resources.html  

http://www.act.org/aap/resources.html
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• Practice tests with real ACT 
test questions

• Practice essays for the 
optional ACT Writing Test, 
with real-time scoring

• Comprehensive content 
review for each of the ACT's 
four required tests—English, 
Math, Reading, and Science

• Diagnostic test and study 
path

• Anywhere, anytime access 
via the Internet

ACT Online Prep
www.actstudent.org/onlineprep 
  

http://www.actstudent.org/onlineprep
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The ACT Aspire Assessment System® is a vertically 
scaled, standards-based system of assessments that 
monitor student growth and progress in the context of 
college and career readiness.

ACT Aspire Overview
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The Science Behind ACT Assessments Evidence and Validity

ACT Aspire Overview
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Who can use the data and insights?
• Students, parents, and educators
• Counselors and principals
• Schools and districts
• States

ACT Aspire Overview
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• English, math, reading, science, and writing assessments

• Grades 3–8 and Early High School (grades 9–10)

• Computer-based testing AND paper-and-pencil

• Connected to ACT College and Career Readiness Standards 
and Benchmarks, along 
with other high-stakes 
standards initiatives

• Longitudinal reporting 
on a vertical scale 
linked to the ACT®

ACT Aspire Overview
Summative Assessments
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Interim Assessments
• English, math, reading, and science assessments 

• Grades 3–10 

• Computer-based testing 

• Connected to ACT 
College and Career 
Readiness Standards 
and Benchmarks, 
along with other                                                                         high-
stakes standards 
initiatives

ACT Aspire Overview
Periodic Assessments
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Classroom Assessments
• English, math, reading, and science assessments 

• Grades 3–8 

• Computer-based testing 

• Connected to ACT 
College and Career 
Readiness Standards 
and Benchmarks, along 
with other high-stakes 
standards initiatives

ACT Aspire Overview
Periodic Assessments
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ACT Aspire Assessment Features

Multiple Item Types
• Selected Response

Items can accurately distinguish students who grasp a basic concept from those who 
do not. As one component of our assessments, selected-response items can help 
measure a large amount of content in a brief time.

• Constructed Response 
Require learners to use creativity, organizational skills, logic, and content knowledge 
to demonstrate understanding. 

• Technology Enhanced 
Any question that takes advantage of computer capability to present material to the 
student, engage the student in an activity, simulate the creation of information, or 
otherwise allow interaction not possible in paper mode testing. 
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Summative Timing in Minutes
Grade English Math Reading Science Writing

3 30 55 60 55 30

4 30 55 60 55 30

5 30 55 60 55 30

6 35 60 60 55 30

7 35 60 60 55 30

8 35 65 60 55 30

Early HS 40 65 60 55 30

• Interim assessments are approximately 45 minutes.
• Classroom assessments are short and efficient.

ACT Aspire Features



English Assessment

• Time Frame
– Grades 3-5: 30 minutes
– Grades 6-8: 35 minutes
– EHS: 40 minutes

• Various passage types provide a variety of 
rhetorical situations



English Assessment

• Domains
– Conventions of Standard English
– Punctuation and Usage Conventions
– Sentence Structure and Formation
– Production of Writing
– Topic Development
– Organization, Unity, and Cohesion
– Knowledge of Language



Mathematics Assessment

• Grade Three: 
– 37 questions 
– 20-22 MC questions (57%)
– 16 constructed response (43%)

• Numbers and Operations in Base 10: 5-7 questions
• Number and Operations—Fractions: 2-4 questions
• Operations and Algebraic Thinking: 3-5 questions
• Geometry: 3-5 questions
• Measurement and Data: 3-5 questions
• Justification and Explanation: 16 questions



Mathematics Assessment

• Grade Four: 
– 37 questions 
– 20-22 MC questions (57%)
– 16 constructed response (43%)

• Numbers and Operations in Base 10: 3-5 questions
• Number and Operations—Fractions: 4-6 questions
• Operations and Algebraic Thinking: 3-5 questions
• Geometry: 3-5 questions
• Measurement and Data: 3-5 questions
• Justification and Explanation: 16 questions



Mathematics Assessment

• Grade Five: 
– 37 questions 
– 20-22 MC questions (57%)
– 16 constructed response (43%)

• Numbers and Operations in Base 10: 3-5 questions
• Number and Operations—Fractions: 4-6 questions
• Operations and Algebraic Thinking: 3-5 questions
• Geometry: 3-5 questions
• Measurement and Data: 3-5 questions
• Justification and Explanation: 16 questions



Mathematics Assessment

• Grade Six: 
– 46 questions 
– 29-31 MC questions (65%)
– 16 constructed response (35%)

• Numbers and Operations in Base 10: 1-3 questions
• Number and Operations—Fractions: 1-3 questions
• Number System: 3-5 questions
• Operations and Algebraic Thinking: 1-3 questions
• Expressions and Equations: 3-5 questions
• Ratios and Proportional Relationships: 3-5 questions
• Geometry: 5-7 questions
• Measurement and Data: 0-2 questions
• Statistics and Probability: 3-5 questions
• Justification and Explanation: 16 questions



Mathematics Assessment

• Grade Seven: 
– 46 questions 
– 29-31 MC questions (65%)
– 16 constructed response (35%)

• Numbers and Operations in Base 10: 1-3 questions
• Number and Operations—Fractions: 1-3 questions
• Number System: 3-5 questions
• Operations and Algebraic Thinking: 1-3 questions
• Expressions and Equations: 3-5 questions
• Ratios and Proportional Relationships: 3-5 questions
• Geometry: 4-6 questions
• Measurement and Data: 1-3 questions
• Statistics and Probability: 3-5 questions
• Justification and Explanation: 16 questions



Mathematics Assessment

• Grade Eight: 
– 53 questions 
– 31-35 MC questions (62%)
– 20 constructed response (38%)

• Numbers and Operations in Base 10: 1-3 questions
• Number and Operations—Fractions: 1-3 questions
• Number System: 2-4 questions
• Operations and Algebraic Thinking: 0-2 questions
• Expressions and Equations: 5-7 questions
• Ratios and Proportional Relationships: 0-2 questions
• Functions: 3-5 questions
• Geometry: 6-8 questions
• Measurement and Data: 1-3 questions
• Statistics and Probability: 4-6 questions
• Justification and Explanation: 20 questions



Reading Assessment

• Determine main ideas
• Locate and interpret significant details
• Understand sequences of events
• Make comparisons
• Comprehend cause-effect relationships
• Determine the meaning of context-dependent 

words
• Draw generalizations
• Analyze the author’s method or the narrator’s 

voice



Reading Assessment

• Constructed-Response Tasks
– Formulate a conclusion by making connections within a 

passage and provide support using specific details from 
text

– Formulate a conclusion by making connections between 
a pair of passages and provide support using specific 
details from both texts

– Identify cause and effect relationships within a passage 
and provide support using specific details from the text

– Identify similarities and differences between the key 
ideas of paired passages and provide support using 
specific details from both texts 



Reading Assessment

• Domains
– Key Ideas and Details
– Craft and Structure
– Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 



Writing Assessment

• Domains
– Generating Ideas
– Developing Ideas
– Sustaining Ideas
– Organizing Ideas
– Communicating Ideas



Writing Assessment

3 4 5 6 7 8 EHS

Ideas and 
Analysis 5 5 5 6 6 6 6

Development 
and Support 5 5 5 6 6 6 6

Organization 5 5 5 6 6 6 6
Language Use 
and 
Conventions

5 5 5 6 6 6 6

Total Points 20 20 20 24 24 24 24
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ACT Aspire Features

Stronger Technologies
• Leverages technology 

familiar to students to foster 
achievement

• Robust online reporting that 
enables timely modifications 
to student learning and 
intervention strategies 
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ACT Aspire Features

Stronger Technologies
• Rapid Ramp-Up

Browser based, so zero time lost to install; 
and uses your native industry browsers—
so no time-draining browser install/removal.

• Group or Individual Testing 
High flexibility allows traditionally grouped 
tests and individuals to be tested 
as needed. 

• Robust Capacity 
To date in 2014, ACT AspireTM successfully 
delivered more than 1.2 million 
assessments, both online and paper. 
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ACT Aspire Features
Accessibility

Audio
read-aloud, text-to-speech, and verbal 
descriptions 

Visual
color contrast settings, screen 
magnification, line reader, and 
highlighter 

Cognitive and engagement
answer masking

American Sign Language (ASL) 

Closed captioning 
of video content 

Braille and tactile graphics 

Large type paper-and-pencil

Second Language Supports:
• Grades 3–6: Spanish language audio and text in math, science, and writing

• All grades: Spanish language support materials 



43

ACT Aspire Features

Online Reporting for Schools and Districts

• Rich data and insights 

• Accessible via computer or tablet

• Downloadable PDFs of 
student reports

• Dynamic online reporting 
for schools, districts, and states  

• Aggregate data files available 
for download to SIS
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ACT Aspire Features

User-Centric Reporting

Self-Service
Customers determine 
how deeply to engage 

with the data

Easy-to- 
Understand Language

For all audiences

Focus on the Journey
Progression toward  
readiness matters, 

not individual scores 

Tell a Story
Reflect each child’s 
possibilities, not his 

or her deficits
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ACT Aspire Features

Summative Reporting — Easy-to-Use Data and Insights
• Flexible Student Grouping — your results as you want to see them
• Quick identification of Benchmark Attainment, Growth, and Standards 

Performance
• Student Longitudinal Growth charts showing personalized progress

— Predicted ACT scores for Composite and each subject starting 
in early high school

— National Normative data to provide grade level context
• Standards performance based on ACT College and Career Readiness 

Standards including:
— ACT Readiness Ranges : Typical performance of students who 

have met the ACT Readiness Benchmark for that subject
• Simple interventions as a path to improvement
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ACT Aspire Features

Summative Reporting – Additional Measures of Readiness

• National Percentile Ranks showing students how they performed 
vs. other students in their grade nationwide

• ELA score for students who test in English, reading, and writing
• STEM scores for students who test in both math and science
• A Reading Progress with Text Complexity Score 
• A Progress Toward Career Readiness Score (grades 8–10) for students 

who test in English, math, reading, and science
• Predicted ACT Subject and Composite Scores (beginning at grade 9/10)
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ACT Aspire Features

• Identifies potential curriculum gaps

• Identifies students in need of intervention

• Identifies opportunities for professional development

Dynamic Aggregate Reporting Online for Educators, 
Schools, and Districts
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ACT Aspire Additional Test Scores
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Aggregate 
Reporting that 
Enables Educators

Experience with assessing, 
scoring, collecting and 
reporting data in a useful 
format should never be 
based on the assumption 
that such a skill set will 
simply arise.

• Easy to Use and Interpret
• Flexible Student  Grouping  
• Quick identification of 

Benchmark  Attainment, 
Growth  and Standards 
Performance



http://www.discoveractaspire.org/


www.discoveractaspire.org 

http://www.discoveractaspire.org/
http://www.discoveractaspire.org/


actaspire.avocet.pearson.com

http://www.discoveractaspire.org/


actaspire.tms.pearson.com

http://www.discoveractaspire.org/
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www.act.org/aap/southcarolina/aspire.html 

http://www.act.org/aap/southcarolina/aspire.html


www.ed.sc.gov/agency/programs-services/214/

http://www.discoveractaspire.org/
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• Provides evidence-based results
• Additional measures provide a more holistic view of student
• Educators have greater visibility into specific areas 

of academic risk and can apply earlier intervention
• Modular administration by subject and/or grade provides 

testing flexibility
• Links to ACT College Readiness Benchmarks ensure a student’s 

path to College and Career Readiness is on target
• Provides educators with a powerful predictor of performance on 

the ACT test beginning in grades 9 and 10

ACT Aspire Benefits 
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Assessments and credentials that measure and document 
foundational work readiness skills
• Developed to address the need for standardized measures of 

work readiness skills
• Widely adopted by job seekers, educators, employers, and 

others across the country
• Includes cognitive and non-cognitive assessments that 

measure foundational workplace skills, interests, attitudes, 
and personality traits

• Relevant to success on multiple career pathways

Overview
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ACT Workforce video on You Tube

http://youtu.be/J2NMYxJTPgc 

http://youtu.be/J2NMYxJTPgc
http://youtu.be/J2NMYxJTPgc
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• Evidence-based
• Industry-recognized
• Portable
• Used to document 

essential skills linked to 
workplace success

• Awarded at four levels:  
Bronze, Silver, Gold, 
and Platinum

National Career Readiness Certificate 
(NCRC)

The NCRC™ is a credential that is:
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Platinum: Scores of 6 or higher on all tests; indicates skills 
required for at least 99% of jobs in the ACT JobPro® 

database

Gold: Scores of 5 or higher on all tests; indicates skills 
required for at least 93% of jobs in the ACT JobPro database

Silver: Scores of 4 or higher on all tests; indicates skills 
required for at least 67% of jobs in the ACT JobPro database

Bronze: Scores of 3 or higher on all tests; indicates skills 
required for at least 17% of jobs in the ACT JobPro database

ACT NCRC Overview)

Source: ACT JobPro Data 2006-2010
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<1%<1% 47%47% 21%21% 18%18% 

Percentage of U.S. Examinees Earning The CertificatePercentage of U.S. Examinees Earning The Certificate

Source: ACT research based on 1,837,880 examinees.



 

Statewide National Career 
Readiness Certificate

Statewide Career Readiness 
Certificate Program Powered by  
ACT WorkKeys

Regional National Career 
Readiness Certificate Programs

The NCRC is Nationally AcceptedThe NCRC is Nationally Accepted

workreadycommunities.org 





www.workreadycommunities.org/SC 

http://www.workreadycommunities.org/SC
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Thank You!
Mike DiNicola

Senior Account Manager
319-321-9741

mike.dinicola@act.org  

mailto:mike.dinicola@act.org

