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Public Reporting Defined 

Public reporting is the process of making 
aggregate-level and/or de-identified data 

available for public consumption. 



Public Reporting Defined 

Regardless of their format, publicly reported 
data are de-identified or aggregate-level only, 
and never include personally identifiable 
information (PII). 



Public Reporting Defined 

Data can be made available: 
• Through reports like school report cards, 

kindergarten-readiness reports, and high 
school feedback reports;  

• Through public-facing data portals;  
• Or as de-identified data sets available for 

download. 



The Current State of Public Reporting 

Public reporting efforts in most states are geared 
toward compliance with state and federal laws, rather 
than being intentionally designed to meet people’s 
needs.  

They often:  
• Do not focus on answering critical stakeholder 

questions. 

• Are not easily accessible by the public. 

• Do not present data in a manner that facilitates 
   



Illinois Report Cards 

http://illinoisreportcard.com 



http://reportcard.education.ohio.gov/Pages/default.aspx 



What Good Looks Like 
 Good public reporting is used for: 

• Accountability and Transparency 
• Answering stakeholder questions 
• Informing action 
Good Public Reporting is: 

• Trustworthy 
• Focused on meeting people’s information needs 
• Timely and ongoing 
• Easy to find, access, and understand 



Recommendations 
Ensure transparency and 
trustworthiness of data 
provided: 

• Protect data privacy, 
security, and 
confidentiality 

• Ensure accuracy by 
allowing districts to check 
quality before data are 
released 

 

For the most robust 
information, maintain 
coordination across P20-W: 

• Maintain a P20-W data 
governance body, and 
establish one of its roles 
to be the steward of 
public reporting 



Recommendations 
Ensure publicly reported data 
meet the informational needs of 
all stakeholders: 
• Engage stakeholders to identify the 

questions they want answered 

• Make aggregate and de-identified 
data sets available to the public 

• Structure the SLDS infrastructure 
to allow maximum flexibility 

     
     
     
     
     
     
     
      

     

stakeholders to find, access, 
and understand: 

• Engage stakeholders in the 
development and continuous 
improvement cycle for all publicly 
reported information 

• Provide resources for stakeholders 
to know how to interpret the 
information and use the data to 
inform decision-making 

• Prioritize expertise in data analysis, 
visualization, and communication 
 



DQC Resources 

• Primer on public reporting for 
state policymakers (with 
accompanying executive 
summary) 

• Resources for specific 
audiences including parents, 
administrators, local 
policymakers 

• Infographic www.dataqualitycampaign.org/PublicReporting  
 

http://www.dataqualitycampaign.org/PublicReporting
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