 [please print this release on district letterhead]
October 10, 2011
Rebecca Moore
Northwest Evaluation Association

5885 SW Meadows Road, Suite 200

Lake Oswego, Oregon 97035

Dear Ms. Moore:
As part of the evaluation of the Research Study of School Rating Methodologies project conducted by Dr. Eugene Kennedy at Louisiana State University for the S.C. Education Oversight Committee Division of Accountability to further legitimate educational interest, certain information such as student information (including but not limited to ethnic group, gender), school and district identifiers are necessary to inform and assess the Research Study of School Rating Methodologies project. As such, we grant permission for Northwest Evaluation Association (“NWEA”) to allow David Potter of the South Carolina Education Oversight Committee and Eugene Kennedy of Louisiana State University direct access to student test scores and student, school and district level information resulting from assessments administered Fall 2004 – Spring 2007.  This permission does not expire until the Research Study of School Rating Methodologies project is completed.
We understand that there is no intention to identify schools and districts; however, we are fully aware that results may be subject to Section 30-4-30 of the South Carolina Freedom of Information Act.  We also retain the right to all data resulting from these assessments and that this request does not in any way waive our rights to the data.  By signing below, I acknowledge that I have the necessary authority to give this permission.
Sincerely,

Signature of District Superintendent
