




Types of learning differences within Hammond School 

Hammond believes in supporting students with learning differences yet striking a balance of 
accountability and responsibility.  We currently support students diagnosed with Attention Deficit 
Hyperactivity Disorder (all types), Dysgraphia, Dyscalculia, Dyslexia, students who have Executive 
Functioning issues, neurological issues, students with Anxiety issues, and/or Motor Coordination 
deficits.  All classroom accommodations are based on a certified psychologist's evaluation and the 
recommendations listed within the evaluation.  If you have any questions or concerns in regards to your 
student, please contact Lindsay Wolfe, the Director of the Academic Center for Excellence (ACE).   

Classroom Supports and Accommodations 

Each school makes its own decisions about which accommodations are consistent with its mission, goals, 
and students. Facilities, staff, and technological resources also play a role in these decisions. Hammond 
strives to find a balance between asking our teachers to assist and support students with certain 
learning differences and making sure that a teacher’s instruction time for all students is protected. 
Although many of the accommodations provided are enacted by the classroom teachers, the ACE and its 
staff are available when additional resources and support are needed. 

Preferential Seating: Some students with difficulty paying attention, resisting distractions, or auditory 
processing are assured special seating in the classroom. Some teachers assign seats in their classroom 
and others do not. This accommodation simply means that extra care will be taken with regard to the 
placement of that child in each of his or her classes. This may also mean that the classroom teacher is 
asked to pay special attention to the placement of that child with regard to distracting peers. If assigned 
seating is not used by a teacher, then the student is expected and encouraged to begin to take personal 
responsibility for his or her seating selection in each classroom. 

Support for Taking Notes in the Classroom 

Hammond strongly believes that taking notes is a necessary skill both in the educational environment 
and in the real world. It is never our intent to provide accommodations which will replace the 
development of this skill. Certain diagnoses make taking notes particularly challenging, but we will 
encourage students to work diligently to maximize their own potential in this area. Any plans or 
interventions are intended for the use of that individual student and are not to be distributed to others. 
The use of professional transcription services are forbidden for Hammond students. All specific 
approved supports are considered learning tools in the development of this important skill. 

Parallel Note-Taker or Note Buddy: Teachers are asked to assist a student in identifying a peer who is 
proficient at taking notes. Individual arrangements are made between the two students (sometimes 
with the help of the teacher depending on the age of the child) about how and when the notes will be 
shared or copied. Notes can then be compared to each other as a study tool in order to learn where the 
identified student can improve his or her own note taking. 

Outline of Lecture from Teacher: Many teachers create outlines or power point presentations to 
organize their classroom time. Many teachers provide these to their classes and post them on 
OnCampus for everyone. Teachers are not asked to create outlines if they do not already exist. 
However, if there is an outline, approved students may make a copy. It is not the teacher’s responsibility 
to provide copies daily. Schedules and procedures for this are determined by each classroom teacher. 



Student notes can then be compared to the teacher’s outline in order to improve the student’s skills 
taking notes. 

Recording Devices: Many college students across the country use smartpens or specialized recording 
apps for taking notes. Students and families are informed of the guidelines for acceptable use.   

Accommodations for Tests 

Keyboarding for test taking: Keyboarding for tests is approved for students diagnosed with dysgraphia or 
dyslexia. There are also certain circumstances where a student’s fine motor deficits or medical issues 
impair handwriting to such an extent that this is offered as an alternative to traditional classroom 
administration of tests. Specific procedures are designed to protect test security. Typing devices and/or 
assistive technologies are always available in the ACE for this purpose, but some teachers are able to 
provide this accommodation in the classroom.  

Larger font/spacing of test questions: This accommodation is offered for our middle school students 
with dysgraphia. Teachers alter the format of the test in order to assist students whose handwriting 
difficulties make it difficult for teachers to accurately read and interpret answers. 

Extra Time: Some classroom teachers provide extra time to all of their students because they are 
interested in assessing the level of knowledge and understanding without time limitations. Other 
teachers believe that time constraints allow for the assessment of mastery in addition to factual 
knowledge and understanding. This is a personal decision for each teacher and is respected and 
supported by administration. Students with diagnosed learning differences are given fifty percent extra 
time on all in-class graded assignments. Specific schedules, test designs, and teacher preferences will 
impact the procedures for utilizing an approved student’s extra time. The ACE is available as an 
alternative location for the administration of a test or portions of tests whenever needed or requested. 
All approved students are expected to plan ahead with teachers in order to clarify the details of this 
procedure. Every effort is made to avoid students missing other classes for the purpose of utilizing extra 
time for tests. Students should communicate with athletic coaches if after school time is needed to 
accommodate extra time on tests. 
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INDEPENDENT ACCOUNTANT’S REPORT 
 
To the Board of Trustees 
Hammond School  
Columbia, South Carolina 
 
We have performed the procedures enumerated below, which were agreed to by Hammond School (“the School”), 
solely to assist you with respect to compliance with SC Education Oversight Committee of the Educational Credit 
for Exception Needs Children’s Program for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2016. Hammond School’s management 
is responsible for compliance with the SC Education Oversight Committee requirements of the Educational Credit 
for Exceptional Needs Children Program. This agreed-upon procedures engagement was conducted in accordance 
with attestation stands established by the American institute of Certified Public Accounts. The sufficiency of these 
procedures is solely the responsibility of those parties specified in the report. Consequently, we make no 
representation regarding the sufficiency of the procedures described below either for the purpose for which this 
report has been requested or for any other purpose.  
 
The procedures were performed and associated findings are as follows: 
 
1. We verified that the grants received under The Education Credit for Exceptional Needs Children Program 

were for eligible children enrolled in the School for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2016. 
 

No findings noted. 
 
2. We inspected copies of checks from the Scholarship Funding Organization to determine the total amount of 

the grant per child from every Scholarship Funding Organization.  
 

No findings noted. 
 
3. We inspected copies of the checks from the Scholarship Funding Organization to determine that no grant 

exceeded $ 10,000 during the fiscal year ended June 30, 2016. 
 
No findings noted. 

 
4. We inspected the School’s documentation that it returned a prorated amount of the grant to the Scholarship 

Funding Organization if any student withdrew during the school year. 
 

No findings noted. 
 
5. We verified that the total amount of the grant was used for tuition, which is defined as “total amount of 

money charged for the costs of a qualifying student to attend an independent school including, but not limit 
to, fees for attending the school and school-related transportation”. 

 
No findings noted. 

 
We were not engaged to, and did not, conduct an audit the objective of which would be the expression of an 
opinion on the School’s compliance with SC Education Oversight Committee requirements of the Educational 
Credit for Exceptional Needs Children Program. Accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. Had we 
performed additional procedures, other matters might have come to our attention that would have been reported to 
you.  
 
This report is intended solely for the information and use of Hammond School and the SC Education Oversight 
Committee and is not intended to be and should not be used by anyone other than those specified parties.  
 

 
August 25, 2016 
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