QUESTIONS FROM SC COMMUNITY BLOCK GRANTS FOR EDUCATION PILOT PROGRAM
Informational Call: Thursday, September 1, 2016

Applications are due by 12 noon on Monday, October 10, 2016. Our office is open 8:30 a.m. to 5:00
p.m. Monday through Friday, excluding SC Government Holidays. Ten copies should be mailed or
hand-delivered to:

SC Education Oversight Committee Office
1205 Pendleton Street

502 Brown Building

Columbia, SC 29201.

Also, please email an electronic copy to Bunnie Ward at bward@eoc.sc.gov. You will receive an
email when your application has been received.

- Please use the 2015-16 SCDE CDEP Guidelines on the SCDE website at:
http://ed.sc.gov/scdoe/assets/File/instruction/early-learning-literacy/CDEP/2015-
2016 CDEP Guidelines Final 2015-8-20.pdf.

- Collaboration Opportunities — EOC strongly encourages partnerships, including collaboration
among multiple districts, higher education, faith-based, private centers, nonprofits, community
foundations, and Head Start.

- Asoutlined in Proviso 1.70, a Community Advisory Committee for each project will provide
guidance. The Community Advisory Committee can be an existing committee or organized
group of early childhood providers, such as a district early childhood group. It is recommended
that project partners be invited to appoint a representative to join the Community Advisory
Committee.

- There is an expectation that grantees will participate in evaluation and presentations/meetings
related to their participation in this grant program.

1. Q: Can matching funds be in-kind or cash? Is there a requirement that some portion of the
matching funds are cash?

A: Matching funds can be in-kind and/or cash. There is no requirement that any portion of the
matching funds are cash.

2. Q: Can alocal First Steps Board serve as the “community advisory committee?”

A: Yes, as long as all organizational partners in the proposed project are invited to appoint a
representative to join and participate in discussions related to the proposed project.

3. Q: Whatis the poverty index that EOC is using to determine poverty?

A: Refer to the “State Report Cards — 2014” webpage on the SC Department of Education
website or click https://ed.sc.gov/data/report-cards/state-report-cards/2014/. On the right
hand side of the page, look under “Data Files General” and click on “Poverty Index.”




10.

11.

Q: What will the Curriculum be?

A: There is no specific curriculum requirement. Please refer to SC Department of Education
CDEP requirements for a list of acceptable curriculum.

Q: Can we collaborate with Head Start?

A: Yes, collaboration with local agencies or organizations that serve at-risk four-year-olds and
their families is strongly encouraged.

Q: Is there anything different about this grant application from last year?

A: Yes. Unlike last year’s proviso, Proviso 1.70 specifically states applications may improve the
social and emotional development as well as early literacy and numeracy development of young
children. The January 2015 EOC CDEP evaluation analyzed PASS data of students who
participated in CDEP. It appears that when PASS achievement of CDEP students is compared to
PASS achievement of students statewide, the achievement gap is not narrowing. For math, it
may be getting larger.

Q: Is the expectation to expand 4K?

A: The focus of this grant is to improve the quality of 4K instruction, but some 2015-16 grantees
added 4K classrooms. Written commitment at the district level to maintain and sustain these
new classrooms was required upon acceptance of the grant.

Q: My district is not a CDEP district. Are we required to meet all of the CDEP requirements,
including DSS licensing requirements, to be eligible for the grant?

A: If a district does not receive CDEP funds, the district should meet CDEP’s
programmatic/instructional requirements. Due to cost and the limited timeframe of this grant,
the applicant is not required to meet DSS licensing requirements. CDEP’s
programmatic/instruction requirements are outlined in the 2015-16 CDEP Guidelines. The
Guidelines can be accessed at: http://ed.sc.gov/scdoe/assets/File/instruction/early-learning-
literacy/CDEP/2015-2016 CDEP Guidelines Final 2015-8-20.pdf.

Q: What is the amount and the length of the grant?

A: $1 million, one time, non-recurring funds are available. No awarded grant can exceed
$250,000. More than eight grants may be funded if the Grants Review Committee allocates less
than $250,000 for any award.

Q: Is this year’s grant funding linked to last year’s awards?

A: No. These are two separate grants. However, 2015-16 grantees are eligible to apply for a
2016-17 grant.

Q: Do all funds have to be expended prior to July 1, 20177
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A: No. Funds may be expended after July 1, 2017. However, there is an expectation that the
project will begin prior to July 1, 2017. Examples include: project planning, professional
development or other training.

Q: How do we budget the match?

A: Include in the budget what will be your match (in-kind, cash, or both), the source of the
match and its purpose in your project. The required match amount is determined by the SCDE
poverty index discussed above and is on a sliding scale. The minimum amount of match
required is 10%. It ranges from 10% to at least 21%.

Q: With the match, what percent has to be monetary of in-kind?
A: Does not matter. Some percentage can be in-kind, some can be cash.
Q: If we collaborate with outside partners, do the personnel have to be state certified?

A: Teacher and staff requirements are dependent upon the staff’s employer. If a teacher is paid
by the school district, the teacher must be certified. If the teacher is paid by a private child care
provider, the teacher must meet First Steps requirements. Feel free to call Bunnie Ward at the

EOC if you would like to discuss a specific situation.

Q: Can you have a mix of certified and non-certified providers?
A: Yes. Please refer to Question 14.
Q: Can anindividual school apply for the grant?

A: Yes. Proviso 1.70 states: “It is the intent of this proviso to encourage public school and
district communities and their entrepreneurial public educators to undertake state-of-the-art
initiatives to improve student learning and to share the results of these efforts with the state’s
public education community.” However, it also says that “In addition, the district or school, with
input from the community advisory committee, must include: (3) evidence of support for the
project from the school district administration when an individual school applies for a grant.”

Q: Can you clarify the page limits for the application.

A: The entire proposal packet, including Project Description, application attachments, letters of
support and other supporting documents may not exceed 40 numbered pages. Letters of
support are required for all partners contributing either cash or in-kind match to the project.

Q: How can applications be delivered?

A: Applications are due by 12 noon on Monday, October 10, 2016. Our office is open 8:30 a.m.

to 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday, excluding SC Government Holidays. Ten copies should be
mailed or hand-delivered to:



SC Education Oversight Committee Office
1205 Pendleton Street

502 Brown Building

Columbia, SC 29201.

Also, please email an electronic copy to Bunnie Ward at bward@eoc.sc.gov. You will
receive an email when your application has been received.

19. Q: How do we contact you?

A: Bunnie Ward at bward@eoc.sc.gov or (803) 734-2803; Dr. Rainey Knight at
raineyhk@gmail.com or (843) 230-6360 and Hope Johnson Jones at hjones@eoc.sc.gov or (803)

734-6148.

20. Q: Can you describe some of the current grants?

A: All grants are implementing a teacher-child interaction measure. Some current grant
strategies include:

Implementing the Language Environment Analysis Program or other “talk pedometer”
program

Establishing children’s home libraries and implementing a book reading program in
children’s homes that also supports parents’ and caregivers’ interactions with children
and the books.

Implementing home visitation programs.

Enhancing teacher professional development systems to increasing professional
learning opportunities during the summer and developing a process for continuous
guality improvement.

Partnering with Head Start and private childcare centers to implement quality
improvement strategies.

Coordinating districtwide common messaging, enrollment dates, online enrollment
portal and preschool placement for all publically-funded preschool providers.
Extending 4K instruction by adding instructional days during the summer.

Extending teacher professional development by providing intensive technical assistance
and teacher self-reflection based upon teacher-child observations.

21. Q: What is the composition of the Grants Review Committee?

A:

Proviso 1.70 requires the Grants Review Committee include four business representatives

and three education representatives. The education representatives have experience in early

childhood education. Members of the Grant Review Committee are also experienced with the

grant development, review and award process.



